SURPRISED.

Vgefat 8 o te -
bylaniea Chuneh,

A MODERN TEN THOUSAND DOLLAR
PARSONAGE,

Supposed to be Chas. G. Hart’s
' New Residence,

Presented to the Presbyterian Trus-
tees Monday Afternoon, -

— — N

By the Helrs of the Late Samuel E,
liart Estate.
Monday, November 11, 1805, ig & day

‘{long to be remembered by the Presby-
| terian ehurch society, of this city.

For many weeks Adrian residents
have noticed the progress inthe erection
on Dennis street of one of the most
handsome modern residences. It was to
be on completion, ns nearly everyone
supposed, the elegant home of Mr, und
Mrs. Chas. G. Harl. Bat such it
seems wus not the intention of those who
knew and understood,

Yesterday afternoon thera gathered at
the new house on invitation a company
of friends, the board of trustees, their
wives and others, who supposed there
was to be n *house warming” or some-
thing of the kind for Mr, and Mus, Hart,
uot expeeting in the least the ereat sur-
prise that was awniting them,

Shortly after 4 o’clock Judge Norman
Geddes ealled the company together in
the parlors and hall and asked Judge
Lane to act as chairman. Mr., Geddes,
as a friend and attorney tof the heirs of
Samuel I, Hurt, deceased, then made
the following remarks:

Mr. Chalrman, Ladles and Gentlemen, and espee-
fnlly the Trustees of the Preshyterian Chirehi:

Permit me to elaim your attentlon fora fow
ninutes,

For more than half a century there resided
In this efty a man whose name was a synonym
for those qualities und characteristies, Intog.
rity, Industry, promptness, caution and econ-
omy, s0 desirable and nucessary for the
achlievement of success In business. By the
exerelse of these virtues, he sueceeded 1 ne-
quiring a competency where others, working
cqually hard, but Iacking thesu, or some of
these characteristies. have failed. )

SO an an Gk o et ha ek —a GE e



Becoming n momberof the First Presbyterian
church of this eity In early life, his love, In-
terest nnd attnelunent to the church of his
cholce continued to Increase with his advane-
{ng yonrs, 1lis was not of n demonstrative nat-
ure, and while his contributions to eharituble
and worthy obje ts which commended them-
selves to his approval, were liberal and fre-
quent, llmf' were never ostentatiously made,
In this us in other things, heolbeyed the seript-
ure, “Let not’ thy left hand know what thy
right hand doeth,” But long before his death
ho confided to his wife his desire and inton-
tion to purchase for the church a dwelling
suitable for a parsonage; and often while rld-
'Ing about the clty, consulted hor as to the de-
slrability of different houses for that purpose,
But deuth, as {1 30 often does, came 100 gnon
and his long cherished plan was not earrled
out,

The man whose portralt I havo In part at.
tempted to driw, yon have already recognized
as that of Snmuel . Hart, who depurted this
lifo on the 22d duy of October, 18¥2, Iils mun-
ner of life Is known to you all.

Heo died [notstate, leaving no record of his
plans or wishes relutive to the purchase of n
parsonage. But his widow and children, de-
siring to earry out his plans and wishes, nund
falllug to find such & house as in their judg-
ment, would be suitable forthe purpose, pur-
chnsed this lot and crected this beautiful
dwelling, as n memorial of thelr decoased hus-
band and father, whieh they now requeit mo
to present to the First Presbyterian ehurch so-
clety of Adrlun. And it now gives me great
pleasure 1o presout to you us representatives of
the chureh, n deed In fee simple, duly exeent-
ed nnd ncknowledged, from Harrlet G. Hart,
the widow, Mri. Kate Haurt Elmer, the
duughter, and Chnas, G Hart, the son, and
Mary Virginin Hart, his wife, to the First
Prusbytorinn church soefety of Adrian, with

| nn abstract of the title to the premises, show-

Ing the title to be perfect and free from all ¢en-
cumbrances,

For reasons aatisfactory to themselves, that
thore may be no misunderstanding as to the
Intention of these grantors, and that the own-
ership of this property may never be enlled in
question, they have procured this silver tablet
and lmuuu.-(l to be inseribed thercon these
words:

Parsonage
0
the First l'reshyr(erlnn chureh
0

Adrlan,
A wmemorlal

0
Sumuel B, Hart, deceased,
I'rezonted by
his helrs,

18905,

The irchliicet nnd builder, Mr, Matthes, who
merits the highest praise for his excellent
work, will now place the tablet in position,
and 1t only requires your aeceeptance of the
gift to vest the title In the church soclety.

Mr. Matthes, as the speaker said the
final words, ascended the stairs and
placed in position in an onk frame at the
landing of the stairs the silver tablet.
The plate which is of solid silver was en-
graved by Tiflany, of New York.

What an impression this unexpected
announcement made. The surprise was
almost overwhelming and for a moment
there was silence. When the company
had recovered somewhat, Chairman Lane
ealled on John Kirby, chairman of the
board of trustees, for a few words, In
behalf of the board he thanked the donors
tor their most kind gift and formally ae-
cepted the deed of the property from
Judge Geddes, :

Hon. A, L. Millard, a member of the
session, then spoke. lle assured them
that he had no expectation of the event,
yet il didn’L surprise him much when he
remembered fromn whom the gift came.
The church socicty owes a debt of grati-
tude to the donors. The members of the
church will nevor, ean never fuil to re-
member Samuel . Hart, and will
recognize Lhis as a gift which is
worthy of him and the donors. It sup-
nling a lone folt want.




" Rev. W. K. Spencer, pastor of the
church, was then calied upon. Ile said
there was no one who could feel more
surprised and no one who could feel that
it was more natural. e stood in a pe-
culinr and glad place. He said he
esteemed it one of the many nleasures
of the past ten years that ho bad gained
the acquaintance of the late Samuel E.
Hart, who was not known at “his full
worth by the majority. Ile wasa man
who was deing a great deal more good in
a quict way than many gavs him eredit
tor. This gift is for the church of which
he had tho[ilonor of being pastor. lle
hoped that as pastor he would have the
hleasure of enj’oying this beautiful place
or o time. As others he had been great-
ly surprised. He esteemed the man and
still esteemed the memory of him, So
unostentatious o man as he was had to
be known intimately to be known at all!
To the widow, to the daughter, to the

‘| sister and to the son he expressed grati-

tude.

Judge V. H, Lane said he hadn’t quite
recovered his breath, such had been his
surprise. He had very pleasant recol-
lections of Samuel E. Hart. Upon this
occasion, ho said, he had only to com-
migerate those for whom the handsome
home had, according to many, for 8o
long been intended. He was very glad
to join and speak the thanks of the
church and ‘socicty to those from whom
the gift comes directly. A

As the company all joined heartily in
singing *‘Praise God from whom all
blessings flow,” for everyone counld sing
it from the depths: of their hearts, tear
drops shone in the eyes ol many, making
it still more impressive, and the house
was, a8 it were, dedicated then and there

to the service of God, as the dwelling of
one o} Hig servants, .

Rey. W. K. Spencer then offered a fer.
vent and earnest prayer to God, tlmnlg-
ing him for hig great kindness and bé-
seeching him to rest his eyerlasting
blessing on the generous donors of the
munificent gift, 5

The eom‘:uny then dispersed to wander
leisurely through the large and spacious
halls and parlors.

The new parsonage, as it is now,
is a handsome, modern irame house,
located at 356 Dennis street. The
finish of the interior is a dream of beauti-
ful workmanship and the plan for con-
venience is an architect's study. IFrom n
tiled vestibule one passes into a large
hallway; leading from this is a broad stair-
way to the upper floor. To the left opens
a pleasant parlor, and the sitling room
opens just off from this, Both rooms
are fimished in cherry. T'he dining room
is connected with the sitting room with
folding doors. The finish of the dining
room is red onk, the polished floor and
waeinscoting being both of the same ma-
terinl. A pressed wood border of artistic
design extends around the wainscoting.
The study or library- which is on (this
floor is also finished in oak. A large and
fully- equipped kitehen with hot and
cold water faucets, a large range .and a
relrigeralor is reu_(iy_for oceupancy.




On the second floor the two front
sleeping rooms are finished in quartored
sycamore. There ure also on this floor
three bedrooms including the servant’s
room, & large linen closet, and a bath
room with the finest of fixtures. In the
basement is a large furnace. It is divid-
ed into a lanndry, vegetable room and
coal room. The whole house is piped for
gas, furnished with beautiful gas fixtures
and wired for electricity. The house,
8 it was” presenfed vesterday, is worth
| $10,000. ;

The success in keeping the matler such
a profound seeret is remarkable and the
whole affair was one of the best planned
and most complete surprises that prob-
ably ever has been carried outl inthis cily.

Of the magnificent gift and the whole-
sottled generosity of the donors’ words
fail in expressing them. On every hand
one hears words of praise for the setion
of the donors in bestowing such a muni-
licent gift on the Presbhyterian church so-
ciety.

Daily Telegram (Adrian, Michigan), November 12, 1895: 3, col. 4, 5.



LUUKINUG FURWARL.

(Continued from Puaye Fourteen.)

One of the most modern aml finest
homes in the vcity was recently
completed at No. 35 Denms  street,
supposedly for Charles G. Hart, which
it was thonght Mr. Hurt and his young
bride would oceupy. [t contains eleven
rooms and ean be lighted by either was
or electrioity. The various rooms are
finished in cherry, onk, sycamore and
pine.  In architectural construction,
linish and conveniences, overy detail has
been taken, In fuet, in every respect it
is one of the most modern houses in the
city. When it was completed and remly
to be turned over o Mr., Hart by the
contractor, C. F. Muatthes, a number of
prominent people, especially the board
of trustees und members of the Presby-
torian chureh, were invited to the home.
us they supposed, for a house warmng,
Their surprise enn betier bo imagined
than deseribed, when after being shown
tnrough the elegant apartments, Judge
Normun Geddes, in a brief address n
behalf of Mr. Hart, wife and sister, und
their mother, widow of the late Samuel
K. Hart, one of Adrian’s wenlthiest eiti-
zens, presented the new building to the
Presbyterian chureh for a parsonage.
The matter hwel been kept so guiel it was
a surprise to everybody —one of the most
pleasant ones of the season.  The baild-
g and gronmds cost 10,000, and consti-
tute the handzomest parsonage in the
stute for a city of this size. Full details
of this elegant gift were given in Tne
Tergsnaym, Tuaesday, November 12, the
next issne after the oceurrence.

“Looking Forward,” Daily Telegram (Adrian, Michigan), November 30, 1895, 15, col 2.



