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Ernest Smith built a prominent Foursqaure house at 214 Clinton Street in 

1907 in the neoclassical style, which became popular in the preceding decade. This 

was a continuation of a period of economic growth in Adrian that had begun in the 

1880's. It was the last and great era of housing construction within walking 
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distance to Adrian's downtown area, where Smith worked.  With its beautiful 

neoclassical elements and interesting history, the property can take you on a 

journey into the late nineteenth and early twentieth century of Adrian.  

  The home is a typical example of a grand foursquare house in the 

neoclassical style. It sits on a small piece of land on Clinton Street, actually taking 

up most of the land itself. Foursquare homes are known for being box-shaped, with 

a simple construction, and are typically two and half stories high, according to 

Peter Barr’s website about architecture in Adrian. The same is true of this home. 

From the top, the roof is a hipped-pyramid style. According to current owner 

Donald Day, the original roof was slate. There are single windows on the sides of 

the home, and triple windows in front. 

 

 

 

 

 View of the third story dormer and brackets from below the front porch 
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The eaves are supported by simple brackets, and the house has wood 

clapboard siding. Moving downward, on the second floor, there are two 

symmetrically placed bay windows with a flat bay between them. These bay 

windows span down into the basement. On the first floor, the prominent porch 

spans a majority of the house’s facade. There are corner pilasters with ionic 

capitals on the porch, and beams spanning the length of the porch. The entrance 

has a single door with side lights. Current owner Donald Day believes that 

although the lamps currently in place look authentic, they are probably replicas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilaster on front porch                        Tuscan Column on front porch 
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Pilaster on front porch near doorway             Front door with side lights 

 

Moving onto the inside, the floor plan of the first floor is pretty basic and 

typical of this grand foursquare style. There are four large rooms, and a large 

staircase that has a small half bath underneath. The entrance to the home is located 

at the middle of the porch. Upon entering, there is a small parlor/receiving room 

and the large staircase to the right, and a living room to the left. The staircase is 

completely hollow underneath, and has small compartments. The living room still 

has the original sliding or pocket doors. Donald Day believes that there was a door 

leading from the living room to the kitchen at one time. What is now the pantry 

might have been this entrance. 
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Pocket door between hall and living room on first floor                                 

 

 

 

 

Landing of stairway, view from front door 

 Walking in between the two rooms and taking a quick right will land one in 

the dining room, passing by the small half bath to the right. The dining room has a 

beautiful coffered ceiling with crossed wooden beams going across and a large bay 

window. To the left of the kitchen is a small butler’s pantry that the owners now 

use for storage of food and a general computer area. The cabinets have been 

crackle-painted over. This area leads out to the kitchen, which has been remodeled 

a few times.  
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  The large staircase leads up to the second floor, where there are brass inserts 

in the weighted windows. Immediately to the right there is the master bedroom. 

The left leads to a bedroom connected to another bedroom with a “Jack and Jill” 

closet. Standing at the top of stairs, you can see directly to the bathroom. To the 

left of the bathroom is a narrow hallway leading to one more room on the left and 

closets on the right, along with a doorway leading up to the attic. The attic contains 

a small office. Something interesting about the wood used for service personnel in 

the butler’s pantry, kitchen, and smaller bedrooms upstairs is all pine. The rest of 

the house has quarter-sawn white oak. The attic contains a small office.  

  There are two entrances leading to the basement: a doorway off the back of 

the house and one in the kitchen. Albert Caterino, owner of 214 Clinton St. from 

1946-1944 says that the doorway off the back of the house is not original. The 

layout of the basement is similar to the layout of the rest of the house. Entering 

from the rear of the house, there is a washroom to the right and a room that the 

current owners have turned into an exercise room. Going farther down the hall, 

there is a pantry that lines up with the stairs on the first floor, and next to that is a 

room that was once used as storage for coal. Looking to the right there, the original 

pipes are still visible. To look directly to the front of the basement while on the 

stairs, there is a small window that has almost all darkness in it because the porch 
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was built under it. Getting closer, it is easy to see a small window with bars 

releasing a small amount of light from under the porch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Window in basement looking out from under the porch   

 

Foursquare homes have a lack of storage space, and its block shape makes it 

difficult to create such. Each room is squared off into corners of the house, so 

smaller rooms, like the ones in the basement that the current owners have 

remodeled, are perfect for storage in this new age. 

  During this period in time, there were many influences going on in the mid 

west that sparked the sudden adoration for neoclassical tastes. The Columbian 
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Exposition of 1893 in Chicago made waves in the architectural world, and interests 

were shaped into the ideas that the exposition posed. Fourteen years later, 

architects and people interested in building homes were still interested in this 

neoclassical style. Adrian, Michigan was just a train ride away from Chicago, so 

one could expect that this taste would be exhibited in some of the most prominent 

homes being built at this time. This popular style was also used in 1907 redesign of 

Lenawee County Savings Bank in downtown Adrian. According to Barr’s website, 

the foursquare style stayed popular in Adrian until around 1910, just three years 

after Ernest Smith's home was built. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sylvester Smith 



Heimerdinger 9 

 

 The first owner of the house was Ernest Smith, a cashier and later President 

of Adrian’s Commercial Savings Bank. Smith's father was Sylvester Smith, a 

banker who started the Commercial Savings Bank. According to Donald Day, in 

November 1878, Col. Sylvester B. Smith formed a partnership with Thomas J. 

Tobey, and they engaged in the banking business as successors to W. H. Stone & 

Company, and this partnership continued until the death of Colonel Smith, in 1883.  

The firm name was then changed to T. J. Tobey & Company, with Delos M. Baker 

as the silent partner, and this arrangement continued until December, 1885, when a 

new firm, consisting of Seymour Howell, Edwin L. Baker and William B. 

Thompson, succeeded to the business under the firm name of Howell, Baker & 

Company. In June, 1888, this bank was reorganized as the Commercial Savings 

Bank of Adrian. He died when Ernest was 13 years old, and around that time 

Ernest and his brother Louis moved to Morenci where Sylvester had some distant 

family. Ernest then graduated from Morenci, and moved toward Adrian. He started 

out as a cashier at the Commercial Savings Bank, and eventually became the 

President of the bank. 214 Clinton Street was constructed on a piece of land that 

also has a significant amount of history in it. From the time of his marriage to 

Hattie Kells in 1890 until 1905 Ernest and Hattie lived at a small modest home 

which is now 538 State St., and after 1905, they lived in the New Lenawee Hotel 



Heimerdinger 10 

for two years. Smith moved into his new home on 214 (formerly 22) Clinton Street 

with his wife, Hattie. They also had one child, Klea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before Smith acquired the land, it was vacant land on which once stood 

important civic buildings. The piece of land that Smith's home sits on was near the 

site of Adrian's first jail and courthouse, being two lots away. It burned down in 

1852. Not later, Comstock donated half the black so that Adrian could have the 

county seat moved from Tecumseh to Adrian. When it was first constructed, as 

shown by the Sanborn maps, the block had more room. Over the years, garages 
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were added, and the street began to flourish with homes and life. The property that 

was once owned by one person was disbursed.  

  In 1919 or 1920, Smith moved to 407 Broad street, when automotive 

vehicles became popular. As mentioned before, this was the last era of houses like 

this being built in town. People didn't need to build their homes within walking 

distance from Adrian's downtown anymore because they could now just drive. 

Smith's home was one of those last great architectural constructions before this era 

ended. 

 Between the time of Ernest Smith owning 214 Clinton Street and Donald 

Day, there have been various owners that have made some alterations to the home 

over time. Below is a list of owners provided by Mr. Day: 

1907-1920 Ernest N Smith & Hattie L Kells 

1921-1936 Murphy James C (President of the Lenawee Saving Bank) 

1936-1944 Mrs. Mary Caterino (Family owned a popular grocery store in 

town). 

1946-1948 Ethel Knapp (Moved across the street after 2 years) 
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1948-1969 Deward F Barnes (Manager of the JC Penny building …now the 

Adrian Library, he over saw the construction of the building died of 

heartattack in 61 Wife stayed until 1970). 

1970-1980 Crane Glen 

1980-1981 Mrs Juan R Simchak 

1982-1991 Katsambouris Pantellis L 

1991- 1995 BLACKERBY, WILLIAM R & CYNTHIA L 

1995-1997 HEMSTREET, DICK G & CARLA M 

1997-2003 WILLIS, MAGLIO D 

2003-Current DAY, DONALD W & CYNTHIA S 

 Owners of the twentieth century made some alterations to the home. There 

was a second story porch added on top of the first floor porch on the back of the 

house. The current owners are hoping to soon tear this down. Many changes have 

been made in the kitchen, and I talked before about the sealed up door from the 

living room to the kitchen. The basement has also been slightly remodeled.  

 This home turned 100 years old this year. It has all of the beautiful 

characteristics of a Foursquare home with a history, a memory, of Adrian’s past. 



Heimerdinger 13 

Ernest probably never dreamed that his home would someday be seen as one of the 

last great architectural wonders of the twentieth century before automobiles swept 

the world.  
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